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It was the moment Michael Haneke had been waiting for, I guess it would safe to
say that it was the moment he had been waiting for all his filmmaking life. When
Isabelle Huppert, the jury president of the 62nd Cannes Film Festival, called him
on stage to present him with the Palme d’Or it was nothing less than a dream come
true. Just take a look at the Haneke portraits from that memorable evening and
it is plain to see: this is a very, very happy man!

The big Cannes award for The White Ribbon (Das weiße Band) is actually
Haneke’s ninth Cannes Festival entry (five of those films in competition). Looking
back to the days of The Seventh Continent (1988) it is obvious: he has come a long
way. The White Ribbon is not just another film by one of Europe’s outstanding
auteurs. It clearly shows that this filmmaker is on top of his game, it is impressive
how he unfolds a very complex story, how he directs and balances a big cast (quite
unusual for a Haneke film), how assured he seems connecting historical events to
today’s minds. Something else was evident on that Sunday evening in Cannes: this
film will go far. Just how far we will see in 2010 when Oscar time comes around.

Even if Haneke’s The White Ribbon (an Austrian coproduction with Germany,
France and Italy) was playing in a league on its own there was much more very
good news regarding Austrian films in 2009. Most notably Götz Spielmann’s som -
ber thriller Revanche, an Oscar nomi nee for the Best Foreign Language Film.
Sharing the spotlight with The White Ribbon and Revanche were Tizza Covi and
Rainer Frimmel’s tender La Pivellina (named best European film in Cannes’
Quinzaine des Realisateurs program); Jessica Hausner’s miraculous Lourdes (an
award winning entry in the prestigious Venice competition). Other notables in -
clude: Wolfgang Murnberger’s Berlin favorite The Bone Man, Caspar Pfaundler’s
Schotten tor, which surfaced in Rotterdam’s Tiger Awards section and Thomas
Woschitz’ feature debut Univer salove (Max-Ophüls-Preis). And not to forget:
Arash T. Riahi’s For A Moment Freedom which to date has harvested no less than
22 awards ... and we are still counting.

Austrian coproductions were as numerous as successful in 2009, once again giving
proof how well respected and smart Austrian productions companies are acting
on the European stage. Among the most visible coproductions were Artan
Minarolli’s Alive! (Albania’s Oscar entry), Sherry Hormann’s Desert Flower (a
Venice presentation); Stefan Ruzowitzky’s smash hit Hexe Lilli, Pippilotti Rist’s
Pepperminta, Shirin Neshat’s Women Without Men (another Venice award-
winner) and Michael Glawogger’s Das Vaterspiel (Kill Daddy Goodnight) which
received Austria’s Diagonale prize. 
Good news from the documentary front also: The day after its Berlin premiere it
was already evident that Yaov Shamir’s Defamation would become a worldwide
festival hit; also much requested: Robert Cibis and Lilian Franck’s well tempered
Pianomania and Nick Stringer’s amazing Turtle: The Incredible Journey. 
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Those results are even more astonishing considering it was a year that the inter-
national film industry generally felt was a harsh reality check, with many compa-
nies and projects falling victim to the financial crisis and the credit crunch. The
prolonged success story of Austrian films on the international level, and also at
the home box office, was able to take off some of the heat.

This Austrian Films 2009/2010 catalogue lists all feature films, documentaries and
co-productions that premiered theatrically and/or at this year’s big festivals, it
also presents a selection of shorts by next-generation filmmakers, of video fea-
tures and made-for-TV productions. As good as 2009 was, the next year looks no
less promising. To get an idea of what is in the pipeline, please browse this cata-
logue’s extensive Coming Soon section. Among the high potential feature films and
co-productions aiming to make a difference in 2010 are: Benjamin Heisenberg’s
Der Räuber, Robert A. Pejo’s Der Kameramörder, Yasmila Zbanic’s On The
Path, Sabine Derflinger’s Zwischen Tag und Nacht, Oskar Roehler’s Jud Süß –
Symphatie für den Teufel and Reinhard Schwabenitzky’s Furcht und Zittern.
And then there are some eagerly anticipated new documentaries by Ulrich Seidl
(Im Keller), Nikolaus Geyrhalter (Abendland), Ruth Beckermann (American
Passages) and Michael Glawogger (Whores’ Glory).

This catalogue is written proof that diversity is once again the key. Austrian film-
making comes in all shapes and sizes: from art house to mainstream to experi-
mental; as features, documentaries or next-generation shorts; as dramas and
thrillers, as comedies and family entertainment. 

Rotterdam, Berlin, Cannes, Karlovy Vary, Locarno, Sarajevo, Venice, Buenos
Aires, Telluride, Toronto, Pusan and Amsterdam are just some of the major fes-
tivals and markets where we had the honor of showcasing Austrian films, and
where hopefully in 2010 you will again have the opportunity to see the achieve-
ments of Austrian filmmaking. 

Regardless of where you pick up this Austrian Films catalogue, I sincerely hope
you use it frequently and put it to good use.

Martin Schweighofer

The Austrian Film Commission is proud to be powered by

Austrian Film Institute, Vienna Film Fund, BMUKK, VAM, ORF, FAF, AWO, 

Fernsehfonds Austria, Land Niederösterreich, Cinestyria and Cine Tirol 
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16-year-old Axel falls out with his stepfather and 
becomes involved with a neo-Nazi gang. To join the
gang he has to prove himself by killing a social worker. 
He runs away and takes refuge in a dry cleaning shop
run by 80-year-old Gustav Tritzinsky. Axel reminds
Gustav of the lover he had during the war, his first
love, whom he betrayed to the Gestapo, so to atone for
that betrayal he takes Axel in. Now Axel has to choose
between his homophobic street friends and the friend-
ship and obsession of a homosexual old man.

www.initation-themovie.com

Blutsfreundschaft · Initiation
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PETER KERN

Key cast:

Written by: 

Cinematography: 

Editing:

Production design: 

Producer: 

Production company: 

Supported by:

Premiere: 

World sales: 

Helmuth Berger, Harry Lampl, Melanie Kretschmann, 

Manuel Rubey, Michael Steinocher 

Peter Kern based on an idea of F. M. Reifenberg

Peter Roehsler

Petra Zöpnek

Hannes Salat

Die Katze Farkas in cooperation with Peter Kern

Novotny & Novotny Film

Austrian Film Institute,Vienna Film Fund

October 28, 2009/Vienna (Viennale)

EASTWEST FILMDISTRIBUTION

A-1070 Vienna, Schottenfeldgasse 14

tel: +43 1 524 93 10 · fax: 43 1 524 93 10 20

office@eastwest-distribution.com · www.eastwest-distribution.com

Directed by
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35 mm         1:1.85      Dolby  SRD      95 min

German

FICTION

PETER KERN

Filmography (selection): 2007 Die toten Körper der Lebenden (fiction)
2005 Donauleichen (fiction), 2002 Haider lebt – 1. April 2021 (fiction)

2001 Fifty Fifty (short), 1998 Hans Eppendorfer: Suche nach Leben (doc.)

Caught between his homophobic friends and the 
obsession of an old man

9
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Hans Wurst and Max Durst dream of getting rich as
hot dog stand tycoons while the small-time crook
Georgie just wants to sit around watching car racing
all day. Mao would be able to do just that if she didn’t
have to babysit her girlfriend’s daughter all the time.
And Harry would absolutely die for a roll in the hay
with his blond mechanics. But when Woytila’s bag
enters the scene, all their dreams and wishful thinking
suddenly turn to dust. “Next stop: Drogomysel!”

www.contacthigh.at

Contact High
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MICHAEL GLAWOGGER

Key cast:

Written by: 

Cinematography: 

Editing:

Production design: 

Producers: 

Production companies: 

Supported by:

Premiere: 

World sales: 

Detlev Buck, Georg Friedrich, Michael Ostrowski, Raimund Wallisch,

Pia Hierzegger, Hilde Dalik

Michael Ostrowski, Michael Glawogger

Wolfgang Thaler

Monika Willi, Christoph Brunner

Renate Martin, Andreas Donhauser

Erich Lackner, Franz Novotny, Claus Boje,

Marianna Rowinska, Nicola Steil

Lotus-Film, Novotny & Novotny Film, Boje Buck Produktion (D),

Ozumi Film (PL), Iris Productions (L)

Austrian Film Institute, ORF, Vienna Film Fund, Cinestyria

and: MBB, FFA, DFFF, FONSPA, Polnisches Filminstitut

July 7, 2009/Karlovy Vary (Out of competition)

THE MATCH FACTORY (Cologne)

tel: +49 221 539 709 · +49 221 539 709 10

info@matchfactory.de · www.the-match-factory.com 

Directed by
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35 mm         1:2.35      Dolby Digital     95 min

German/Polish/English/Spanish

FICTION

MICHAEL GLAWOGGER

Filmography (selection): 2009 Das Vaterspiel (fiction) 
2005 Slumming (fiction); Workingman’s Death (doc.)

2004 Nacktschnecken (fiction), 1999 Frankreich, wir kommen (doc.) 

11
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Leopold Wallisch, nick-named “Lemming”, was fired
from the homicide department due to intrigues by his
colleague Krotznig. Now he works for a small Viennese
private detective agency and spies on potential adul -
terers.When the Latin teacher Grinzinger is murdered
while under Lemming’s observation, he gives himself 
a shove and decides to solve the case himself.

www.lemming-derfilm.at

Der Fall des Lemming 
Lemming’s First Case
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NIKOLAUS LEYTNER

Key cast:

Written by: 

Cinematography: 

Editing:

Production design: 

Producer:

Production company: 

Supported by:

Theatrical release: 

Contact: 

Fritz Karl, Roland Düringer, Julia Koschitz, 

Miguel Herz-Kestranek, Ernst Konarek

Agnes Pluch, Stefan Slupetzky based on a novel by Stefan Slupetzky

Hermann Dunzendorfer

Andreas Kopriva

Katharina Wöppermann

Helmut Grasser

Allegro Film

Austrian Film Institute, ORF, Vienna Film Fund

October 2, 2009/Vienna

ALLEGRO FILM

A-1030 Vienna, Krummgasse 1a

tel: +43 1 712 50 36 · fax: +43 1 712 50 36 20

office@allegrofilm.at · www.allegrofilm.at

Directed by
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35 mm         1:1.85      Dolby  Digital    90 min

German

FICTION

NIKOLAUS LEYTNER

Filmography (selection): 2008 Der Besuch der alten Dame (TV); Ein halbes Leben (TV)
2006 Die Entscheidung (TV), 1998 Drei Herren (fiction)

Deadly enemies Krotznig and Wallisch are trying
to solve – each in his own very special way – a murder
case.

13
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Actually Lilli is an average girl from next door – until
one day a magic book and a clumsy small dragon sud-
denly show up in her room! The magic book is full of
exciting adventures but Hector announces to her that
a very important mission lies ahead of her. She has to
fight the evil magician Hieronymus and has to prove in
only 99 hours that she has what it takes to be a real
secret witch.

www.hexelilli-der-film.de

Hexe Lilli – Der Drache und das magische Buch
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STEFAN RUZOWITZKY

Key cast:

Written by: 

Cinematography: 

Editing:

Production design: 

Producers: 

Production companies: 

Supported by:

Theatrical release: 

World sales:

Alina Freund, Sami Herzog, Pilar Bardem, Anja Kling,

Ingo Naujoks, Yvonne Catterfeld

Stefan Ruzowitzky, Ralph Martin, Armin Toerkell

Peter von Haller

Britta Nahler

Isidor Wimmer

Danny Krausz, Kurt Stocker, Corinna Mehner, 

Martin Husmann, Michael Coldewey

Dor Film, Blue Eyes (D), Trixter (D), Buena Vista Int. Studio (D),

Babelsberg Film (D), Steinweg Emotion Pictures (E), Classic (I)

Austrian Film Institute, ORF, Vienna Film Fund 

and: FFF Bayern, FFA Berlin, MBB, Media, DFFF, Bayrischer Bankenfonds

February 2, 2009/Vienna

TELEPOOL MÜNCHEN (Munich)

tel: +49 89 55 876 0 · telepool@telepool.de · www.telepool.de

Directed by
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35 mm               1:1.85        Dolby  SRD         100 min

German

FICTION

STEFAN RUZOWITZKY

Filmography (selection): 2007 Die Fälscher (fiction)
2003 Anatomie 2 (fiction), 1999 Anatomie (fiction)

1997 Die Siebtelbauern (fiction), 1996 Tempo (fiction)

15
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The story of two completely different brothers, who
meet again after a long time at the burial of their 
father. With ambitious entrepreneurship they try to
modernise the family’s little fish shop, which they
inherited from their father and want to adapt it to the
requirements of nowadays. But the looked-for success
fails. The shop does not survive the chance of times.
At the end they lose it all but finally find themselves.

www.kleinefische.at

Kleine Fische · Small Fish
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MARCO ANTONIAZZI

Key cast: 

Written by: 

Cinematography: 

Editing:

Production design: 

Producers: 

Production company: 

Supported by:

Theatrical release:

Contact: 

Michael Steinocher, Volker Schmidt, Brigitte Kren, Sabrina Reiter

Gregor Stadlober, Marco Antoniazzi

Niko Mayr

Niki Mossböck

Hannes Hartmann

Karin & Franz Novotny

Novotny & Novotny Film

Austrian Film Institute, ORF, Vienna Film Fund

March 20, 2009/Vienna

NOVOTNY & NOVOTNY FILM

A-1180 Vienna,Weimarer Straße 22 

tel: +43 1 478 71 70 · fax: +43 1 478 71 70 20

kino@novotnyfilm.at · www.novotnyfilm.at

Directed by
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35 mm         1:1.85      Dolby  SR         86 min

German

FICTION

MARCO ANTONIAZZI

Filmography (selection): 2004 Das Kettenkarussell (short) 
2001 Für einen Moment (short), 2000 half moon river (short) 

1998 Max & Mora – Ein Südtirol-Märchen (short)
2004 Das Kettenkarussell (short), 2001 Für einen Moment (short)2Da2

17
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Something just happened again ... Ex-detective
Brenner faces the challenges of a bizarre country inn.
The dangers lurking there are deadly; the young land-
lady turns his head so much, he is lucky it remains
stuck to his neck. After Come, Sweet Death and
Silentium here is the third outing for the successful
Hader/ Murnberger/Haas trio. Cryptic cinematic 
entertainment at its very best.

www.derknochenmann.at

Der Knochenmann · The Bone Man 
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WOLFGANG MURNBERGER

Key cast:

Written by: 

Cinematography: 

Editing:

Production design: 

Producers: 

Production company: 

Supported by:

Premiere: 

World sales: 

Josef Hader, Josef Bierbichler, Birgit Minichmayr, 

Simon Schwarz, Christoph Luser, Pia Hierzegger

Josef Hader,Wolfgang Murnberger,Wolf Haas based on the novel by Wolf Haas

Peter von Haller

Evi Romen

Andreas Donhauser, Renate Martin

Danny Krausz & Kurt Stocker

Dor Film

Austrian Film Institute, ORF, Vienna Film Fund, Land Niederösterreich

February 9, 2009/Berlin (Panorama)

ATRIX FILMS

D-81545 Munich, Aggensteinstraße 13a

tel: + 49 89 642 82 611 · fax: + 49 89 649 57 349

info@atrix-films.com · www.atrix-films.com

Directed by
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35 mm        1:1.85       Dolby  SRD      121 min

German

FICTION

WOLFGANG MURNBERGER

Filmography (selection): 2005 Lapislazuli – Im Auge des Bären (fiction)
2004 Silentium (fiction), 2000 Komm, süßer Tod (fiction)

1994 Ich gelobe (fiction), 1990 Himmel oder Hölle (fiction)

If there weren’t so much love at play here, there 
wouldn’t be so many dead bodies.

19
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Abandoned in a park, the two-year-old girl Asia is
found by Patti, a circus woman living with her hus-
band Walter in a trailer park in San Basilio on the
outskirts of Rome. With the help of Tairo, a teenager
who lives with his grandma in an adjacent container,
Patti starts to search for the girl’s mother and gives
the girl a new home for an uncertain period of time.
La Pivellina is a film about a cosmos of outcasts in
present-day Italy: a moving tale of courage and discri-
mination, of loss and togetherness, a look behind the
corrugated-iron fence of a gated community.

www.lapivellina.com

La Pivellina
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TIZZA COVI & RAINER FRIMMEL

Key cast:

Written by: 

Cinematography: 

Editing:

Producer: 

Production company: 

Supported by:

Premiere: 

Awards (selection): 

World sales: 

Patrizia Gerardi, Tairo Caroli, Asia Crippa,Walter Saabel

Tizza Covi

Rainer Frimmel

Tizza Covi

Rainer Frimmel

Vento Film

Federal Ministry for Education, the Arts and Culture, 

Wien Kultur and:  Südtiroler Landesregierung

May 19, 2009/Cannes (Quinzaine des Réalisateurs)

Europa Cinemas Label Award (Cannes), Lino Micciché Award (Pesaro)

FILMS DISTRIBUTION

F-75001 Paris, 34 rue du Louvre

tel: +33 1 53 10 33 99 · fax: +33 1 53 10 33 98

info@filmsdistribution.com · www.filmsdistribution.com

Directed by
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35 mm        1:1.66       Dolby  SRD      100 min

German

FICTION

TIZZA COVI & RAINER FRIMMEL

Filmography (selection of joint works):
2005 Babooska (doc.), 2001 Das ist alles (doc.)

A moving tale of courage and discrimantion, of loss 
and togetherness

21

AFC-Katalog10_fin_MaB:AFC-Kat.5/6Kern  29.10.09  13:56  Seite 21



Christine has been confined to a wheelchair for most
of her life. In order to escape her isolation, she makes
a journey to Lourdes, the iconic site of pilgrimage in
the Pyrenees mountains. She wakes up one morning
seemingly cured by a miracle. The leader of the pil -
grimage group, a handsome 40-year-old volunteer
from the Order of Malta, begins to take an interest 
in her. She tries to hold on to this newfound chance
for happiness, while her cure provokes envy and
admi ration.

www.lourdes-derfilm.at

Lourdes
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JESSICA HAUSNER

Key cast:

Written by: 

Cinematography: 

Editing:

Production design: 

Producers: 

Production companies: 

Supported by:

Premiere: 

Awards (selection):

World sales: 

Sylvie Testud, Léa Seydoux, Bruno Todeschini, 

Elina Löwensohn, Gerhard Liebmann, Linde Prelog

Jessica Hausner

Martin Gschlacht

Karina Ressler

Katharina Wöppermann

Martin Gschlacht, Philippe Bober, Susanne Marian

coop99 filmproduktion, Essential Film (D), Parisienne de 

production (F), Thermidor Filmproduktion (D)

Austrian Film Institute, ORF, Vienna Film Fund, Land Niederösterreich

and: Eurimages, MBB, NRW, Région Midi-Pyrénées, ZDF/arte, arte France Cinema,TPS Star 

September 4, 2009/Venice (Competition)

Fipresci Prize (Venice), Warsaw Grand Prix

COPRODUCTION OFFICE (Paris)

tel: +33 1 56 02 60 00 · fax: +33 1 56 02 60 01

info@coproductionoffice.eu · www.coproductionoffice.eu

Directed by
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